
WHERE IS GOD WHEN... 



From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over 
all the land. 46 About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out 
in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” (which means 
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”).   
47 When some of those standing there heard this, they said, 
“He’s calling Elijah.”   
48 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled 
it with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus 
to drink. 49 The rest said, “Now leave him alone. Let’s see if 
Elijah comes to save him.”   
50 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he 
gave up his spirit.   
51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two 
from top to bottom.                          MTT.27:45 (MK.15:33-38)  



My God, My God, why have you forsaken me? 



How deep the Father’s love for us,  
How vast beyond all measure,  
That He should give His only Son  
To make a wretch His treasure.  
How great the pain of searing loss –  
The Father turns His face away,  
as wounds which mar the Chosen One  
Bring many sons to glory. 
 

         Stuart	  Townend	   



It is a land the Lord your God cares for; the eyes 
of the Lord your God are continually on it from 
the beginning of the year to its end. 
              Deut.11:12 



For the eyes of the Lord range throughout the 
earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully 
committed to him.   

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  2Chron.16:9 	  



The eyes of the Lord are everywhere, keeping 
watch on the wicked and the good. 

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  Prov.15:3 	  



The wicked man says to himself, “God will 
never notice; he covers his face and never 
sees.” 

                 PS.10:11 



The Lord looks down from heaven on all 
mankind to see if there are any who 
understand, any who seek God. 

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	  PS.14:2 & PS.53:2 	  



 “A time is coming and in fact has come 
when you will be scattered, each to your 
own home. You will leave me all alone. 
Yet I am not alone, for my Father is with 
me. 

           JN.16:32  



Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, 
and that the Father is in me? The words I 
say to you I do not speak on my own 
authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in 
me, who is doing his work. 

             John 14:10  



I and the Father are one.” 
        John 10:30   



Believe me when I say that I am in the Father 
and the Father is in me; 

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  John 14:11 	  



Why Cry out? 	  



QUESTIONS	  



Sin Does Not Affect God 



DOUBT 



“IT IS FINISHED” 



1 My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?  
Why are you so far from saving me, so far from 
my cries of anguish?  
2 My God, I cry out by day, but you do not 
answer, by night, but I find no rest. 

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  Psalm 22 



What is this Psalm saying? 



3 Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One; 
    you are the one Israel praises. 
4 In you our ancestors put their trust; 
    they trusted and you delivered them. 
5 To you they cried out and were saved; 
    in you they trusted and were not put to 
shame. 

            Psalm 22 



6 But I am a worm and not a man, 
    scorned by everyone, despised by the people. 
7 All who see me mock me; 
    they hurl insults, shaking their heads. 
8 “He trusts in the LORD,” they say, 
    “let the LORD rescue him. 
Let him deliver him, 
    since he delights in him.” 

	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  Psalm 22 



9 Yet you brought me out of the womb; you 
made me trust in you, even at my mother’s 
breast. 
10 From birth I was cast on you; from my 
mother’s womb you have been my God. 

                       Psalm 22 

And to think you were midwife at my birth, 
    setting me at my mother’s breasts! 
When I left the womb you cradled me; 
    since the moment of birth you’ve been my God. 



11 Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to 
help. 
12 Many bulls surround me; strong bulls of Bashan encircle me. 
13 Roaring lions that tear their prey open their mouths wide against 
me. 
14 I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint. 
My heart has turned to wax; it has melted within me. 
15 My mouth is dried up like a potsherd and my tongue sticks to the 
roof of my mouth; 
    you lay me in the dust of death. 
16 Dogs surround me, a pack of villains encircles me; they pierce 
my hands and my feet. 
17 All my bones are on display; people stare and gloat over me. 
18 They divide my clothes among them and cast lots for my 
garment. 



19 But you, LORD, do not be far from me. 
    You are my strength; come quickly to help me. 
20 Deliver me from the sword, 
    my precious life from the power of the dogs. 
21 Rescue me from the mouth of the lions; 
    save me from the horns of the wild oxen. 
	  



22 I will declare your name to my people; 
    in the assembly I will praise you. 
23 You who fear the LORD, praise him! 
    All you descendants of Jacob, honor him! 
    Revere him, all you descendants of Israel! 
 



24 For he has not despised or scorned 
    the suffering of the afflicted one; 
he has not hidden his face from him 
    but has listened to his cry for help. 
	  



25 From you comes the theme of my praise in the great 
assembly; before those who fear you I will fulfill my vows. 
26 The poor will eat and be satisfied; those who seek the LORD will 
praise him— may your hearts live forever! 
27 All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the LORD, and 
all the families of the nations will bow down before him, 
28 for dominion belongs to the LORD and he rules over the nations. 
29 All the rich of the earth will feast and worship; all who go down to 
the dust will kneel before him— those who cannot keep themselves 
alive. 
30 Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the 
Lord. 
31 They will proclaim his righteousness, declaring to a people yet 
unborn:  He has done it!   
 
(some people contend that the original says, “It is Finished!”) 
	  



        He is there and He is not silent 
 

                        Francis Schaeffer 



Father 
restored  
forgave  
healed 
reinstated  
embraced   
 
this is our God, our Papa. 



“Where is God?”  



…. God has said, ‘Never will I leave you; 
never will I forsake you.’ 
 
6 So we say with confidence, ‘The Lord is 
my helper; I will not be afraid.  What can 
mere mortals do to me?’ 
 
 

           Hebrews 13:5, 6 




